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Secondary Teacher Education Senate 
3:30-5:00 Thursday, January 23, 2014 





Present:  Chad Christopher (Coordinator, Secondary Teacher Education), J.D. 
Cryer (Coordinator, Elementary Education),Terri Lasswell (Clinical Experiences), 
Kay Weller (Social Science Education), Rick Knivsland (Art Education), Kyle 
Kramer (Student), Cathy Miller (Math Education), Amy Petersen (Special 
Education-ALT), Kyle Gray (Science Education), Elizabeth Zwanziger (Modern 
Languages & TESOL), Kevin Droe (Music Education), Sheila Benson (English 
Education-ALT), Ben Forsyth (Professional Sequence), Doug Hotek (Technology 
Education), Courtney Lubs (Teacher Practitioner), Barb Bakker (Physical/Health 
Education-ALT) 
 
Absent: Marilyn Shaw (Speech & Theatre Education), Dianna Briggs (Business 
Education), Katheryn East (Teacher Education Faculty Chair), Trey Leech 
(Physical Education/Health Education), Rick Vanderwall (English Education) 
 
Guests: Rob Boody (Director of Assessment) 
  
II. Approval of minutes for December 19, 2013.  
 
Kay moved to approve with corrections and Elizabeth seconded.  Minutes 
approved with one abstention.   
 
III. Update on matters arising at the State (Christopher) 
a.  UNI chosen for Year-Long Student Teaching Pilot project 
On December 31, 2013 UNI was awarded the Year-Long Student 
Teaching Pilot. J.D. is the PI (Principal Investigator) for the grant.  J.D. 
said we now have the spring to plan and discuss details and how our 
partners will be involved.  A Project Coordinator will also be hired.  
Waterloo, Hudson and Linn-Mar will be involved.  There will be 20 
students in Waterloo, 5 in Hudson and 5 in Linn-Mar. 
 
IV. Update on Teacher Education Executive Council (Christopher) 
a.  No meeting.   
 Feb. 14th is the next meeting.  The basis will be on the vision.  University 
Relations will develop a theme for Teacher Education. There are other 
colleges and we have a new pilot so we need to encompass all these 
things to formulate consistency through program.   
 
V. Old Business 
a. CAEP- (February 20) 
Dean Watson wasn't able to attend but will attend on Feb. 20th and will 
discuss this.   
 
b. Praxis I/Praxis Core Cut Scores  
Based upon the recommendation of both senates the numbers have been 
adjusted.  The University of Iowa and Iowa State were emailed by Chad 
and J.D. but they haven't heard back.  UNI will stay with 5% and then 25% 
for cumulative score.  Per Rob we tried to choose numbers that fit the 
same model.  If we took the recommended score we would lose 50% of 
our students.  The cut score was based on asking faculty; it wasn't 
empirical.  Now the basis is on 4,000 students across country and how 
they have performed.   
 
c. Secondary Classroom Management 
A handout was provided. The state report indicated that they wanted a 
separate class course.  Someone asked what the options are within our 
structure.  It was suggested that we form an Ad Hoc group.  
 
Rob indicated that there has been an issue this semester.  Secondary 
Classroom Management is offered as an elective and there has been low 
attendance (4 students each time it is offered).  This course wasn’t going 
to be offered this semester but one of the Science Ed. programs requires 
this course.  Students needed to take this course so they could finish their 
program.   Cherin was working on getting secondary majors to take it.  
Chad’s communication with Dean Watson is that he knows about the 
course.  In general the question was “How many students have room for 
electives?” The consensus is usually they don't have room. 
 
Someone questioned if this course is the same as lab management.  
Chad said yes.  Chad indicated that if there is something built into the 
program there wouldn't be a need for this course separately.  This would 
depend on the dynamic of each class as it looks different in different 
subject areas. If it was taught in Level III it could work.  
 
Someone mentioned the old InTASC which has a standard called 
classroom management.  This encompasses learning and application 
strategies; parent communication is one of them.   
 
Someone mentioned at Level II in both Elementary and Secondary 
students indicate that they wish they knew more about classroom 
management.  
 
Someone asked about the possibility of adding an hour to a methods 
course.  There needs to be some dedicated component.   
Someone mentioned identifying specifically what we are lacking and 
questioned if we are lacking discipline.  The consensus was that discipline 
is a piece of it.  
   
The following points were also mentioned: 
 
Awareness issue - students need to be reminded of what students are 
seeing from instructors. 
 
Having a seminar type of course to incorporate into methods. 
 
A list of how to question students.  
 
Good instructional strategies – layer this in Level I, II, and III and find ways 
to embed throughout.  
 
With regards to behavior management, a good lesson plan can work 
things out when there is a gap in time.  Certain things about classroom 
management just happen; being told about it and experiencing it are two 
different things. 
 
How are students setting up day or unit? 
 
Should we talk about other colleges/enlarging programs?  Is this an option 
to ad in?  The consensus was no.  We don’t want to add to programs and 
keeping students here longer than needed. 
 
As a start, Rob feels that the Senate should create a working group to 
define what should be included in each program within Teacher 
Education.  We should have a general list and define how and where we 
are meeting the criteria.  
 
We should define what is meant by classroom management.  We should 
interview students for results. 
  
Have an on-going seminar on classroom management each semester to 
show state we are investing in professional development.  
 
It was mentioned that students are in front of large groups quite a bit but 
the dynamics are changed quite a bit as they go outside to teach.  
 
Chad will send an email to TEF-ALL explaining the needs related to this 
topic and the components of what we should be reviewing.   
 
Chad said that we will need to work within the system that we have; we 
won't be adding hours. If state says otherwise we will have to comply.  We 
want to avoid going through the curriculum cycle if possible.  
 
d. Secondary Reading in the Content Area 
 
  Chad said he is not seeing this in student teaching rubric. 
 
Someone mentioned weaving this in and it should be tacked on 
separately.   Everyone should have to take the class.   
   
Someone questioned if Chapter 79 required this to be part of a methods 
class.  
 
Having a reference fact sheet for first year teachers was mentioned. 
 
Someone mentioned being able to show evidence that the course was 
concretely taught.  
 
Chad will bring up this topic later.  This will give departments a chance to 
look at methods syllabi.  Where is it taught is more of a concern than 
having a separate course.  
   
VI. New Business 
a.  Teacher Education Advisory Board Reports 
  
Chad asked who is seen as the leader of Teacher Education.  What is the 
vision for Teacher Education in 5, 7 years?  Are Chad and J.D. seen as 
being the leaders of Teacher Ed. or is it Dean Watson?  Chad asked if the 
Senate feels leaderless.  Is there something we need to do? 
 
Someone mentioned that Katheryn East is pushing Teacher Ed. at UNI.  
She is turning it into a bigger role. Teacher Ed. isn’t just in the COE. What 
does Teacher Ed. need to look like in 5 years? 
 
Someone asked about the Bylaws, duties and Teacher Ed. Senate 
functions.  
 
Someone mentioned having brainstorming sessions.  It would be nice to 
talk with others to see how they are doing this.  They didn’t feel it was 
appropriate to discuss this in Senate meetings since Senate makes policy 
decisions.  
  
Kyle moved to adjourn and Ben seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 5:03.    
 
d.  Other 
 
VII. Upcoming dates (subject to change) 
a. Convocation- April 2nd , 4:00 PM, GBPAC 
 
  
 Elementary Senate  Secondary Senate 
 February 6    February 20 (CBB 323) 
 March 6    March 27 (CBB 323) 
 April 8 (Tuesday)   April 17 
 May 1     May 8 
    
